
a free coloring book for young scientists



Do you love animals?  do you want to learn more about 

the wild animals that live in East AFrica?  If so, we hope 

you’ll have fun reading and coloring this book!  

We’re anthropologists in the Markham Lab at 

Stony Brook University.  We study monkeys and apes in 

East Africa, like Baboons in Kenya and chimpanzees in 

Tanzania.  We also enjoy learning about other wildlife 

that live in the forests and savannahs of East Arica.  

We hope you do too!



African elephant

African elephants are the largest land mammal in the 

world.  They can live in many different habitats – some 

elephants live in forests and some live in grassland 

savannahs.  They are very intelligent and social.  A 

newborn elephant weighs over 250 pounds!  

African elephants are endangered.  



African wild dog

The African wild dog is a social animal that lives in packs 

of up to 20 adults.  Pack members work together to raise 

pups and hunt animals like antelopes.  Researchers 

studying African wild dogs can learn to tell individuals 

apart by their unique brown, tan, white, and black 

markings.  African wild dogs are endangered.



Wildebeest

Wildebeest are the largest antelope in East Africa.  They 

live in large groups that can migrate long distances in 

search of food.  Wildebeest are herbivores.  Young 

wildebeest are born at the start of the rainy season and 

can learn to walk in just a few minutes!  Both males and 

females have horns and can live up to 20 years.



Hippopotamus

Hippopotamus spend 16 hours of the day in the water.  

They leave their waterholes and marshy areas at night to 

forage.  Although they eat a lot, they can go three 

weeks without food.  Hippopotamus are dangerous, so 

be very careful around them – especially if you seem 

them walking on land!



Plains zebra

Zebra are related to horses and donkeys.  No two zebras 

has the exact same pattern of black and white stripes! 

Zebras are very social and form large groups while 

foraging on grass.  Living in groups helps to protect 

zebras because group members can watch for an 

attacking predator. 



Serval

The serval is a medium-sized wild cat with long legs.  

Servals are solitary animals.  They spend much of the 

day and night alone while they hunt rodents, birds, 

reptiles, and insects.  The serval can climb trees.  Servals 

can also purr, like many other cats.  They prefer to live in 

marshes and savannahs.



Dik-dik

Dik-diks are very small and live alone or in small groups 

in forested and shrubby areas.  These areas provide 

vegetation for food and hiding.  Dik-diks get their name 

from a vocalization they make when alarmed – it sounds 

like they’re making the sound “dik-dik”!  When fully 

grown, a dik-dik measures just 12-16 inches tall.



Banded mongoose

The banded mongoose is very social and lives in 

colonies with as many as 40 members.  Banded 

mongooses forage for insects like beetles and millipedes 

above ground during the day, but sleep in burrows at 

night.  The banded mongoose has a large head, small 

ears, and a long tail.



Leopard

The leopard is solitary predator that ambushes its prey.  

Its spotted fur helps it stay hidden in the brush. Leopards 

are good climbers and often drag their kills up into the 

trees.  They also sometimes rest in trees during the day.  

Leopards live in many habitats including rainforests, 

grassland savannahs, and arid deserts. 



Cheetah

The cheetah is a slender, fast cat.  It is smaller than the 

leopard and lion.  While leopards and lions are usually 

nocturnal, cheetahs are diurnal.  Male cheetahs 

sometimes hunt together, but female cheetahs are often 

solitary.  Cheetahs are predators that capture their prey 

by chasing them at very fast speeds.



Reticulated giraffe

The reticulated giraffe is the tallest land mammal.  Male 

giraffe can reach up to 16 feet tall and weigh almost 

2,500 pounds.  The giraffe’s long neck helps it reach 

leaves far off the ground.  Its long neck is also used in 

fighting other giraffes.  Giraffes have very good eyesight 

and can spot a predator over a mile away.  



Savanna Baboon

Savanna baboons are large monkeys.  They are social 

and live in groups of 20 to over 100 other baboons.  

They spend most of the day on the ground but climb 

into the trees to eat and sleep.  Some baboons sleep on 

cliffs.  Predators of the baboon include lion, leopards, 

and hyena.  Baboons are omnivores.



Thomson’s gazelle

Thomson’s gazelles are sometimes called “Tommies”.  

They are herbivores and live in groups.  They are one of 

the most common kinds of gazelles in East Africa.  

Mothers hide their young fawns in the grass.  Both male 

and female Thomson gazelles have horns that curve 

slightly backwards.  



African crested porcupine

The nocturnal African crested porcupine is covered in 

thick, long quills that protect it from predators.  The 

crested porcupine usually eats roots, bulbs, and leaves, 

but will also eat insects, small vertebrates, and meat.  A 

male and female porcupine work together to raise a 

single litter of young porcupines each year.  



Black rhinoceros

The black rhinoceros is a very strong animal.  It uses the 

horn on its head to fight and protect itself. The horn is 

made of the same material as our fingernails!  Although 

rhinoceros look fierce, they are herbivores.  Black 

rhinoceros are solitary, except during the mating season.  

The black rhinoceros is critically endangered.



Spotted hyena

Spotted hyenas live in large groups called packs.  The 

pack hunts and feeds together.  The packs are led by 

strong females.  Females are larger than males.  Spotted 

hyena eat meat.  The meat in their diet is either hunted 

or scavenged.



Striped hyena

Unlike spotted hyenas, striped hyenas usually live in small 

packs.  They are nocturnal scavengers.  During the day, 

they spend their time in burrows or caves.  You can 

recognize the home of a striped hyena by the bones 

piled up at the entrance!



All animal images in this booklet are from www.supercoloring.com,
a fantastic website providing free coloring pages for kids.

Definitions

Ambush – A surprise attack from a hiding spot

Diurnal – An animal that is most active during the day

Endangered – A species at risk of extinction

Forage – Search for food.

Herbivore – An animal that eats only plants.

Nocturnal – An animal that is most active at night.

Omnivore – An animal that eats a wide variety of food items.

Predator – An animal that eats other animals.

Scavenger – An animal that eats dead animals.  To eat dead 
meat is to scavenge.

Solitary – An animal that spends time alone.

Vocalization – A calls, song, grunt, or other sound that an 
animal makes to communicate with others.
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